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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed on 3/9/2009. Claims 1 , 
7, 17, 24-26, 33, 43, 36 and 37 have been amended. Claims 9, 10, 19, 21 and 30-32, 35 
have been canceled. Thus, claims 1-8, 11-15, 17, 18, 20, 22, 24-26, 28, 29, 33, 34 and 
36-44 are now pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,2,7,8,1 3-1 5,17,1 8, 33, 34, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Long (US Published Patent Application Number 
2002/0007310). 

Claim 1 and 7: 

Long discloses an information distribution system for distributing information from 
an information provider to a user, comprising: an information distribution device for 
distributing commodity information that serves as an advertisement for a commodity; 
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a communication terminal for receiving the commodity information, and 
outputting the received commodity information to a memory card (see Figure 1 and 
paragraph [0101]); and 

the memory card being is portable and mounted on said communication terminal, 
wherein the memory card is provided to the user at a cost borne at least partly by the 
information provider, and includes: a storage unit having a storage area for commodity 
information (see paragraphs, [0002], [0025] and [0101]); 

a judging unit operable to judge whether the received commodity information was 
issued from the information provider that bears the cost of the memory card at least 
partially; and 

a writing unit operable to write the received commodity information to the 
commodity information storage area for a purpose of displaying to the user (see 
paragraphs [0102] and [0103]). 

NOTE: Claims scope is not limited by claim language that suggests or makes 
optional but does not require steps to be performed, or by claim language that does not 
limit a claim to a particular structure (MPEP 21 1 1 .04). 

Claims contain numerous optional languages. 

Claims 1 , 7, 1 7, 33, 36-44, recites: 

"writing unit configured, only if the judgment unit is affirmative, to write the 
received commodity information to the commodity information storage area for a 
purpose of displaying to the user, and wherein 
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(rest omitted for simplicity) 

wherein writing unit writes the received commodity information to the commodity 
information storage area if the first and second provider IDs match." 

The above recitation is not given any patentable weight due to the optional claim 
language. An amendment is suggested. Many dependent claims also contain multiple 
optional claim languages (e.g. Claims 2 and 3, "only if the judgment is affirmative.."). As 
the claims are written now, if the judgment is not affirmative, then the recitation following 
the optional clause (the receiving unit, judging unit and writing unit) cannot be given any 
patentable weight. 

Claim 2 and 8: 

Long discloses the information distribution according to claim 1 and 7 as 
described above and further discloses wherein the memory card outputs the received 
commodity information to the communication terminal if the judgment is affirmative, and 
the communication terminal receives the commodity information from the memory card 
and displays the received commodity information (see paragraphs [0102] and [0103]). 

Claim 13, 14 and 15: 

Long discloses the memory card according to claim 8 as described above and 
further discloses wherein the receiving unit receives the commodity information that 
includes a priority rank assigned thereto, the commodity information storage area stores 
commodity information that includes a priority rank assigned thereto, the writing unit 
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writes, when enough free space is not left in the commodity information storage area, 
the received commodity information by overwriting previously stored commodity 
information that is lowest in priority rank and overwriting previously stored commodity 
information having an earliest receiving time (see paragraph [0126]. Examiner is 
interpreting the bidding process which results in ranking of the bid advertisements). 
Though not explicitly disclosed by Long, computer systems must inherently overwrite 
information on a memory medium when not enough space is available. 

Claim 17: 

Long discloses a memory card provided to a user for storing information 
transmitted from an information provider to the user, the memory card being portable 
and mounted on a communication terminal, comprising: 

a storage unit having a storage area for commodity information issued from a 
specific information provider (see Figure 1 and paragraph [0101]); 

a first receiving unit operable to receive provider information from an information 
distribution device via the communication terminal, the provider information showing an 
information provider that issued commodity information to be received (see paragraph 
[112]); 

a judging unit operable to judge based on the received provider information, 
whether the commodity information was issued from the specific information provider 
(see paragraphs [0102] and [0103]); 
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a second receiving unit operable to receive the commodity information from the 
information distribution device via the communication terminal if the judgment is 
affirmative; and 

a writing unit operable to write the received commodity information to the 
commodity information storage area (see paragraphs [0102] and [0112]). 

Claim 18: 

Long discloses the memory card according to claim 17 as described as above 
and further discloses wherein the memory card outputs, if the judgment is affirmative 
and thus receives the commodity information, the received commodity information to the 
communication terminal, and the communication terminal receives and displays the 
commodity information (see paragraph [0112]). 

Claims 33 and 34, 

Long discloses a program, a method and a computer readable medium for 
storing information distributed from an information provider, wherein the memory card is 
portable and mounted on a communication terminal, and is provided to the user, and 
the memory card includes a storage unit having a storage area for commodity 
information issued from a specific information provider, the program comprising: 

a receiving step of receiving commodity information from an information 
distribution device via the communication terminal (see paragraph [01 12]); 
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a judging step of judging whether the received commodity information was issued 
from the specific information provider; and a writing step of writing, if the judgment is 
affirmative, the received commodity information to the commodity information storage 
area for a purpose of displaying to the user (see paragraphs [0102] and [0103]). 

Claims 36 and 37: 

Long discloses a program, a method and a computer readable medium for a 
memory card used by a memory card for storing information distributed from an 
information provider, wherein the memory card is portable and mounted on a 
communication terminal, and is provided to the user, and the memory card includes a 
storage unit having a storage area for storing commodity information issued from a 
specific information provider, the program comprising: 

a first receiving step of receiving provider information from an information 
distribution device via the communication terminal, the provider information showing an 
information provider that issued commodity information to be received (see paragraph 
[0112]); 

a judging step of judging, based on the received provider information, whether 
the commodity information was issued from the specific information provider (see 
paragraphs [0102] and [0103]); 

a second receiving step of receiving the commodity information from the 
information distribution device via the communication terminal if the judgment is 
affirmative (see paragraph [01 12]); and 
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a writing step of writing the received commodity information to the commodity 
information storage area (see paragraph [0102]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

6. Claims 3, 4, 1 1 , 25, 26, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over (US Published Patent Application Number 2002/0007310) in view of 
Hung (US Pat Number 7,257,545). 

Claims 3, 4, 11, and 28: 

Long discloses the information distribution system and memory card according to 
claims 2, 7 and 26 as described above but does not explicitly disclose receiving a write- 
indicate information and generating an electronic having a monetary value (the 
examiner is interpreting it as a form of a coupon). However, Hung discloses a similar 
system wherein the writing unit outputs write-indicate information to the communication 
terminal if the judgment is affirmative, the write-indicate information indicating that the 
commodity information has been written, the communication terminal transmits the 
received write-indicate information to the information distribution device, the information 
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distribution device receives the write-indicate information, generates an electronic ticket 
having a monetary value based on the received write-indicate information, and securely 
transmits the generated electronic ticket to the memory card via the communication 
terminal, and the writing unit writes the received electronic ticket to the storage unit; and 
the information distribution system further comprising a payment settlement device for 
receiving the coupon information from the memory card via the communication terminal 
and making a discount on the commodity based on the received coupon information 
(see Figures 2A-2C; column 6, lines 7-24). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention for Long to receive and store the 
electronic ticket having a monetary value in addition to receiving the advertisements to 
give the consumers and additional incentive to utilize the device. 
Claims 25 and 26: 

Long discloses a memory card for storing information distributed from an 
information provider to a user, the memory card being portable and mounted on a 
communication terminal, comprising: a storage unit having a storage area for 
commodity information issued from the information provider but does not disclose a 
storage area for an electronic ticket. However, Hung discloses a similar system having a 
storage area for an electronic ticket having a monetary value (see Hung, Figures 2A-2C; 
column 6, lines 7-24). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention for Long to receive and store the electronic ticket having a 
monetary value in addition to receiving the advertisements to give the consumers and 
additional incentive to utilize the device. 
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Long further discloses a first transmitting-receiving unit operable to receive a first 
provider ID identifying the information provider from the information distribution device 
via the communication terminal; 

a first writing unit operable to write the received first provider ID to the commodity 
information storage area; a second transmitting-receiving unit operable to receive from 
the information distribution device via the communication terminal, commodity 
information that includes a second provider ID identifying information provider that 
issued commodity information to be received (see paragraphs [0102] and [01 11]); 
a judging unit operable to judge whether the second provider ID matches the first 
provider ID; a second writing unit operable, if the first and second provider IDs match, to 
receive the commodity information and write the received commodity information to the 
commodity information storage area for a purpose of displaying to the user (see 
paragraphs [0102] and [01 11]. Again, although Long does not explicitly disclose 
matching IDs of the received advertisements in order to display them, it should be 
known that any computer system capable of transmitting, storing and displaying a 
selected set of information will verify the source of information by an identification 
method). 

Claim 29: 

Long and Hung disclose the information distribution device according to claim 26 
as described above but Long does not discloses the device receiving discount-indicated 
information and generating an electronic ticket for a monetary value. However, Hung 
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discloses a similar device wherein the information distribution device receives discount- 
indicate information from a payment settlement device and generates an electronic 
ticket for a monetary value based on the received discount-indicate information, the 
discount-indicate information indicating that the payment settlement device has made 
the discount shown by the coupon information, and the transmitting unit securely 
transmits the electronic ticket to the memory card via the communication terminal. It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention for Long to generate an electronic ticket based on discount-indicate 
information having a monetary value to give the consumers and additional incentive to 
utilize the device (encouraging them to purchase the discounted commodity item). 

7. Claims 5, 6, 12, 24, and 38-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Long (US Published Patent Application Number 2002/0007310) in 
view of Coffin (US Patent Published Application Number 2003/0172376). 

Claims 5, 6, 12,24 and 38-44: 

Long discloses the information distribution system and memory card according to 
claim 2 and 7 as described above but does not disclose leasing the memory card and 
transmitting the electronic ticket having a monetary value to the information provider to 
offset the cost of the information distribution device. However, Coffin discloses a similar 
system wherein the memory card is provided to the user on a lease in return for regular 
payments of a lease fee to the information provider, the storage unit stores an electronic 
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ticket having a monetary value, and the memory card securely transmits, on a regular 
basis, an electronic ticket having a monetary value equivalent to the lease fee to the 
information distribution device via the communication terminal, and deducts the 
transmitted monetary value from the electronic ticket stored in the storage unit. In 
addition, Coffin discloses the system of reducing the lease fee based on the outputting 
of the commodity information through the display device (see Coffin, paragraphs [0061], 
[0085] and [0087]). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention for Long to incorporate the system of having an electronic ticket 
for deducting the cost of the device in order to keep track of the advertisements viewed 
and to encourage the users to view more advertisements for additional discounts on the 
lease device. NOTE: Claims 38-44 recite public keys and secret keys, instead of an 
electronic ticket. Examiner is interpreting a public/secret key to be equivalent to an 
electronic ticket for performing the method of validation. 

8. Claims 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Long (US Published Patent Application Number 2002/0007310) in view of Krishan 
et al (US Patent Number 6,442,529). 

Claim 20, and 22: 

Long discloses the memory card according to claims 8 and 17 as described 
above but does not discloses verifying validity of the transmitted information through 
digital keys. However Krishan discloses a similar method wherein the judging unit 
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prestores a public key of the specific information provider, the information distribution 
device prestores a secret key of the specific information provider, generates digital 
signature data from the commodity information using the secret key, and transmits the 
generated digital signature data, the judging unit receives the digital signature data via 
the communication terminal, and verifies validity of the digital signature data using the 
public key to judge whether the commodity information was issued from the specific 
information provider, and the writing unit writes the received commodity information to 
the commodity information storage area if the verification is successful (see column 9, 
lines 23-47). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention for Long to incorporate the digital keys (public/secret) in order to 
easily and securely verify the advertisement that is being displayed to the user is that of 
the sponsor who is subsidizing the device. In addition the examiner notes that using 
randomly generated digital keys (or cipher texts) to securely transmit and receive 
information through commutation terminals was well known in the art at the time of the 
invention. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MIN SHIN whose telephone number is (571)270-3463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on 571-272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MS 

7/18/2009 



/Eric W. Stamber/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



